
 
A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN TWO CITIES 
WITHOUT CONTRACT BUT FROM THE HEART.   
 
The North Star Boys’   
Choir was after its 
concert in 2013 once 
again in Suhl and 
Zella-Mehlis. Through 
choral singing a deep 
friendship has grown 
between the young 
singers from America 
and Germany. 
 
From Olaf Amm 
_______________________
Suhl – “Welcome to 
Suhl” called out the 
Mayor Klaus Lamprecht 
to Francis Stockwell and 
the boys of the North 
Star Boys’ Choir on 
Monday evening. The 
young choirboys from  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corcoran, Maple Grove, 
Minnesota, USA had in 
this moment lined up in 
front of the altar in the 
Kreuzkirche (the Church 
of the Wooden Cross). 
The large audience was 
witness to a vital, living 
friendship. Stockwell, a  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Zealander by birth, 
handed over a small key 
to the city of Elk River, 
a framed picture and 
letter from the Mayor of 
Elk River, John Dietz.  
It was the reply to a 
letter from the Suhl 



Mayor Jens Triebel who, 
70 years after the freeing 
of the city Suhl from the 
National Socialist party 
by the Americans, 
expressed his heart-felt 
thanks. This letter is 
now known by Elk 
River as the 
“Proclamation of Suhl”.  
   In the North Star 
Boys’ Choir brochure, 
the city of Suhl is 
already mentioned as a 
Sister City to Elk River. 
A formal declaration is 
not necessary, for in 
April last year the 
government of the local 
parliament had already 
strived for a sister city in 
the U.S. Since then no 
official word of the 
result has been heard of 
in the region of Suhl. 
 
Mutual Experiences 
That, however, doesn’t 
sadden the boys from  
Elk River and beyond 
and of the Suhl Boys’ 
Choir, for they are 
fulfilling their friendship 
without a seal or a 
contract. As Stockwell 
said  about  the  visit   of 
Suhl Boys’ Choir at last 
year’s camp, “We did all 
camp activities together: 
meals, choir rehearsals, 
swimming, canoeing…” 
The Suhl boys could pay 
back the hospitality 
unfortunately for only 
three days but 
nevertheless the boys 
from America gave two 
concerts in the Suhl 
region before their 

concert performance in 
the large city of 
Stuttgart. “Our friends,”   
is how Robert Grunert, 
conductor of the Suhl 
Boys’ Choir, referred to 
the boys of North Star 
Boys’ Choir. “I am so 
happy that they are 
here,” said Mayor 
Lamprecht beaming.  
   The concertgoers were      
greeted by the Suhl 
Boys’ Choir with the 
winter song “Nach 
grüner Farb mein Herz 
verlangt” (My Heart 
longs for the Color of 
Green”.) Immediately 
after the concert a 
violent hail storm  broke 
out over the city of 
Suhl!. The Suhl boys 
were the opening group 
for the young stars who 
had come “across the 
pond”, as was the title of 
their program and as 
their grey sailor 
uniforms portrayed.  
    The breadth of the 
North Star Boys’ 
Choir’s concert was 
staggering, beginning 
with “Dixit Dominus” 
from Baldassare Galuppi 
and ending with the 
Serbian gypsy song 
dance “Niska Banja”. 
Dignified and as clear as 
a bell, the high voices 
caused the air in the 
church to shimmer, like 
the voices of angels.  
“Pueri Concinite” sung 
by the soloist Vincent 
VanHatten elicited 
shouts of “Bravo” from 
the audience. Such a 

sound is only possible 
from a live performance 
and in no way from a 
CD or any other sound 
device.  
   The true seriousness of 
life is light years away 
from boys of this young 
age but occasionally 
their native impishness 
displays itself. Through 
their stylish singing of 
Barbershop music they 
presented a fun-filled 
stage show, snapping 
their fingers and 
presenting themselves as 
small music stars. While 
their faces showed deep 
concentration and 
seriousness during the 
singing of sacred works, 
lighthearted grinning 
was now to be seen. 
They enjoyed the music 
and so did the audience. 
With the song “Dry 
Bones”, in which the 
function of the  bones of 
the body are described,  
the unconscious tapping 
of the feet and the 
nodding of the heads to 
the  rhythm of the music 
could be seen in the 
audience. “You have 
heard classical music, 
cowboy and western 
music, barbershop music 
and now you will hear 
music in the blues style” 
announced Stockwell, 
describing the vast range 
of music sung. The choir 
then embarks on “Over 
the Rainbow” from the 
“Wizard of Oz”. With 
the Gypsy Dance Song 
the boys bid farewell to 



the audience. They go 
through the rows of 
seats shaking the hands 
of all the audience 
members saying “Thank 
you for coming.”  “Until 
the next time” says a 
member of the German 
audience at the church 
exit after the two-hour 
concert.  


