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 Due Diligence Partner Review 
 

Partner Organization:  
 

Parenting with Purpose 
 

 
General Information:   
 
Parenting with Purpose is a non-profit organization providing various programs focused 
on assisting families impacted by a family member that is/has been incarcerated.   
 
Through its relationships with incarcerated moms and dads, PWP establishes solid 
connections with entire families, offering continued support and guidance. Home visits 
take place on a regular basis and consist of conflict resolution, goal setting, accountability 
and Biblical counsel. 

Once a parent is released PWP provides referrals for employment, schooling, housing, 
furniture, food and clothing to create the opportunity for parents to live productive lives 
once they are released back into their homes and our  

 
 
Address/Contact Information: 
 
7111 West Broadway Suite #206 
Brooklyn Park MN 55428 
(763) 503-2892 
 
 
 
Executive/Board Contacts: 
 
Paul & Lori Strong Co-Founders 
Mike Brass Board Chair 
Lisa Brass Board Co-Chair 
Ramon Harris Board Treasurer 
Wayne Wilson Board Secretary 
Wayne Sharp Board Member 
Tom Wick Board Member 
 
 
 
 



Relationship to Mount Olivet:  
 
Parenting With Purpose provides Parenting Classes, Support Services, Overcomers 
Group, Mentoring, and School Visits.  This basket of services is needed in every faith 
community throughout the world.  The support services and mission of PWP aligns with 
the outreach objectives of the Mount Olivet faith community. 
 
Areas of Focus: 
 
At risk youth who have been impacted by a parent or other family member that has been 
incarcerated.  They have several programs that target both the children as well as the 
parents.  Their primary program matches mentors who get to know and establish a 
relationship with children from impacted families.  The various programs include: 

• Parenting Classes – Focused on teaching moms and dads how to “become a better 
parent” 

• Brother’s Keeper/Sister’s Keeper - Individualized guidance that helps parents 
maintain a healthy lifestyle. 

• Support Services – Connecting released parents to housing, employment, and 
finding resources to meet the basic needs of families. 

• Mentoring - Developing strong mentoring relationships that encourage positive 
growth within children. 

• Overcomers Group - Bringing kids together with similar backgrounds to 
experience a positive and encouraging environment. 

• School Visits - Helping kids stay in school and improve academics.  
 
 
Financial Condition: 
 
Most recent IRS Form 990 Filing completed for Fiscal Year 2015.  At that time important 
information included: 
 

 
 

Cash Flow 2015 2014 2013 
Contributions/Grants 144,175 $             120925 120401 
Program Services 13,320 $               30027 22250 
Net Fundraising 709 $                    3497 2615 
Total Revenue 160,204 $             154449 146556 
Salaries/other comp/benefits 110,982 $             108252 110345 
Total Expenses 156,975 $             157110 151137 
Revenue less Expenses 3,229 $                (2,661) $               (4,581) $               

Balance Sheet 2013 2012 2011 
Total Assets 7,368 $                 11155 10007 
Total Liabilities (15,150) $              -22166 -18357 
Net Assets (7,782) $               (11,011) $             (8,350) $               

http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/parenting-classes-1
http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/support-services-2
http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/overcomers-group-3
http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/overcomers-group-3
http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/mentoring-1
http://parenting-with-purpose.com/portfolio/school-visits-2


 
Accountability and Transparency: 
 
PWP has filed with IRS and received Charitable Organization classification 501(c).  
Contributions made to PWP are considered tax-deductible.  As of most recent IRS 
information available (December 2013) PWP has an Unconditional Exemption status 
indicating the IRS is not reviewing the group for potential change in classification. 
 
PWP administers a website, www.parentingwithpurpose.org, which includes information 
about the organization, board members, a schedule of upcoming events, options to 
volunteer and donate, as well as success stories. 
 
Results & Impact: 
 
Statistics highlighting the problem: 
 

• More than 15,000 children in Minnesota have an incarcerated mother or father-
and they're among the highest at-risk and least visible populations of children 

• Incarceration is a general problem with families.  Statistics show that 60-80% of 
children with an incarcerated parent are likely to wind up in the criminal justice 
system 

• Today, one in every 100 American adults is in prison-the highest incarceration 
rate in our nation’s history! 

 
Results achieved through the PWP programs: 
 

• 97% of kids mentored by remain crime-free 
• 90% of youth show marked academic improvement 
• 100% of parents released acquire a job, schooling, or safe housing 
• 86 % of the released parents remain crime-free 

 
 
Success Stories: 
 
The Smile of a Child 
Have you ever watched a new parent bask in the wonder of their baby’s first smile?  To 
what lengths will that parent go to coax the corners of that little mouth up?  Ridiculous 
faces, embarrassing noises – their shame knows no bound.  And can you blame them?  
That child’s smile has been compared to a ray of sunshine on a cloudy day – who among 
us couldn’t use a little more of that these days! 
 
Twice this month at Parenting With Purpose, we’ve been reminded how a happy child 
can light up a room, and both times, it has made us marvel at how little it takes to flip that 
switch and wonder why we don’t all do it more often. 
 

http://www.parentingwithpurpose.org/


We recently received a donation of several boxes of calendars from the Storehouse, a 
charitable distribution center run by our growing partner RiverCenter International.  They 
wanted us to give the calendars to the children in our mentoring programs, so on Easter, 
we did.  Now compared to traditional Easter fare of chocolate bunnies and jelly bean 
eggs, you might not expect calendars to elicit much enthusiasm, but the joy on the 
children’s faces when they walked into the room where the calendars were all on display 
was infectious.  The children in our program are gratitude personified:  they walk in each 
day without any expectations but come out with hearts overflowing. 
 
Later we had a couple attend Overcomers to meet the young people who are awaiting 
mentors, and excitement dawned once more.  After lunch, the couple visited with each 
child individually, and one by one, their faces were transformed as their dream of finding 
a mentor materialized in their minds’ eye. 
 
It takes so little to make a difference in these children’s lives.  To what lengths will you 
go to inspire a smile? 
 
 
 
Attitude of Gratitude 
 
Anyone who has children can tell you parenting often feels like a thankless job.  The 
hours are long, the work is never-ending, and the toughest tasks like disciplining, setting 
boundaries, and insisting homework gets done before dinner are more likely to inspire 
grief than gratitude. 
 
Perhaps the only group less appreciated for their daily efforts than parents are caregivers, 
the temporary guardians who take up the challenges and responsibilities of child rearing 
when a parent is incarcerated.  These heroic individuals are charged not only with all the 
normal trials and tribulations of parenting but also with helping children navigate the 
emotions, anxiety, and hardships that come with having a mom or dad in prison. 
 
Caregivers open their homes and their hearts to children in their greatest moments of 
need, and at Parenting With Purpose, we think that’s something that deserves recognition.  
Over the years, we have instituted a number of programs designed to cultivate an attitude 
of gratitude among our participants.  The parents in our parenting classes write letters of 
appreciation to the caregiver of their children, and caregivers are included in our 
Christmas Gift Program.  This year, we are excited to announce a new annual initiative, 
“Love Fest”, designed to give back to those individuals who give the most. 
 
At our January Overcomers meeting, we partnered with Junior League of Minneapolis 
volunteers on a special surprise that will be mailed to Caregivers this week, just in time 
for Valentine’s Day.  Each of the 32 children at the meeting selected a book that focused 
on thankfulness, love and hugs from a selection of 14 books.  Then a Junior League 
volunteer recorded the child’s voice reading from the selected book or speaking from the 
heart.   This week, caregivers will receive the books and CD recordings along with cards 



that the children made expressing their gratitude and appreciation for these important 
adults. 
 
As you are making plans this Valentines day for how you will demonstrate your love and 
appreciation for all the special people in your life, please say an extra prayer of thanks for 
our caregivers.  They can’t hear it enough! 
 


