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Dear Bible Explorer Families! 
 
We are looking forward to another exciting school and program year! It has been honoring to walk the 
journey of faith with your family at Mount Olivet. We are proud of the good, missional work we are doing 
together.  
 
In the last month, the Faith Formation team at Mount Olivet has been in conversation with many families 
and received good feedback about a change in Bible Explorer times this year. Mount Olivet is looking create 
more space and opportunity to engage with each other, experience open and compassionate community, 
and practice noticing God's active presence in the world.  
 
Specifically, we are looking to add new elements to Sunday morning that will impact the Bible Explorers 
schedule.  
 
What does this mean? We are planning to adjust the start time of Bible Explorers to 10:15 AM. This will 
make two things possible.   
 

1. Parents will have 30 minutes before 10:45AM worship to experience community with other 
parents or jump into a study or speaker on Sunday mornings.  
 

2.  Bible Explorers will finish at roughly 11:10 A.M. After Bible Explorers, students will join their family 
in the Worship Center just prior to Holy Communion. This is an opportunity for families to 
worship and celebrate Holy Communion together. 

The goals of this change include: 
 

1. Be more intentional about Christian community on Sunday mornings and creating opportunities for 
new relationships. 

2. Integrate more young people into the worshipping life of this congregation; connecting families 
together on Sunday mornings. 

To address questions you might have about the Bible Explorer change prior to registration, please read the 
frequently asked questions on the back of this letter. If you have additional questions please contact Erica 
Nolte (enolte@moply.org) or Pete Erickson (perickson@moply.org).  
 
The registration process for Faith Formation programming will open on July 21 (moply.org/registration). 
Mount Olivet is excited about some improvements to the registration process that make it more  
stream-lined and simple for returning families.  
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE EXPLORER CHANGE FAQ 
 
 

Q. Why the change in Bible Explorer time? 
 
A. The goal of this change is two-fold: 

1. Be more intentional about Christian community on Sunday mornings and creating time, space, and 
opportunity for new relationships. 

2. Integrate more young people into the worshipping life of this congregation; connecting families 
together on Sunday mornings. 

Q. How does the change impact worship? 
 
A. There is no real impact to worship aside from the fact that young people from Bible Explorers will join 
the worship service during the “passing of the peace” at approximately 11:10 AM and be there until the end 
of the service. Young people will be able to participate in the sacraments, offering, and prayers. 
 
Q. How will my child find me in worship? 
 
A. Good question and one that will likely evolve a little the first few Sundays after the change. Young people 
will process into the worship service after the “passing the peace” and drop off their offering at the front of 
the altar. From there, parents can stand in their spot and wait as their child’s BE Guide helps them find their 
parent. BE Guides will be present to sit with young people in a designated area in the Worship Center if a 
parent is not available. 
 
Q. How does this change impact young people whose parents do not worship on Sundays?  
 
A. Bible Explorer Guides and MO staff will support/accompany any child or small group that does not have 
a parent in worship.  
 
Q. What will be available for parents/guardians from 10:15-10:45AM? 
 
A. The first answer is hospitality and connections. Good coffee and treats plus a space to connect with 
other parents is a hopeful first step. The second answer depends on the needs and imagination of 
parents/guardians. Mount Olivet is excited to work with families to create conversations, practical mini-
events, and topical opportunities. 
 
Q. What happens with my non-BE child from 10:15-10:45AM? 
 
A. Mount Olivet is willing to address supply/demand need of childcare during that period of time if there is a 
need. It might be opening up the Youth Room for older school-aged kids or being creative about extended 
care opportunities for toddlers. The need will drive the solution. 
 


