
MOUNT OLIVET LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PLYMOUTH

Mount Olivet’s focus in faith formation is to fulfill the promise we make in baptism - 
to know and celebrate each child’s call in this world.

LEARN about God’s story in the Bible, the beliefs of our faith and 
how this is made known in daily life.

CONNECT in community as we share faith and life experiences, 
questions, prayer, and highs and lows. 

5TH – 9TH GRADES FAITH FORMATION AT 
MOUNT OLIVET FIVE DISTINCT ELEMENTS:
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HOW WE DO THIS: Wednesday worship at 6:15 PM; Group learning at 7 PM

EXPECTATION: Be present in worship and group learning time.

HOW WE DO THIS: 
• Age specific small group time on Wednesday nights
• Age specific large group learning on Wednesday nights
• Yearly retreats

EXPECTATION: Participate regularly with small group and attend the annual retreat.

FAITH FORMATION 2018-19



ENGAGE with the broader community to witness God at work 
in the world and wonder how God might be calling you to use 
your life in service to others.4

WORSHIP to engage with God’s story, receive the sacraments 
and connect in community3

HOW WE DO THIS: Worship on Wednesday evening or Sunday morning. 

EXPECTATION: 
• 5th - 9th graders worship participation
• Be present in worship on Wednesday or Sunday
• With your CASY group, help lead worship two times during the year

HOW WE DO THIS: Facilitating events that connect with our MO partners and elsewhere: 
KidPack, Trick-Can-Treat, Christmas Giving, Lent Mission. For opportunities visit moply.org/serve. PRISM’s 
Shop for Change and MO nights at Second Harvest are great places to start!

EXPECTATION: Show up and try something new, learn about our partners and their work, 
look and listen for God as you engage



AFFIRM your faith and the unique way you’re living it out.
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HOW WE DO THIS: Publicly affirm your baptism in worship in the spring of 9th Grade

EXPECTATION: Complete faith project, 9th Grade Retreat and confirmation interview 
with pastors/staff.

5TH – 8TH GRADES 
WORSHIP / LEARNING FOCUS: 

5TH – 8TH GRADES:  WITH PASTORS, STAFF, AND GUEST PRESENTERS

This focus explores the practices of our faith: baptism, prayer, Holy Communion, 
God’s presence in suffering, reading the Bible.

In this focus, we will learn about who God is and who God calls us to be, by engaging with 
stories from scripture, the world and this congregation. The content for this year will be 

living examples of faith in Old Testament stories.  

YEAR 1:  WHAT IS FAITH

This focus explores the specifics of our Lutheran faith, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Apostle’s Creed, and the theology of the cross.

YEAR 2: LIVING OUR FAITH

YEAR 3: GOD’S STORY,  YOUR STORY:  OLD TESTAMENT

In this focus, we will learn about who God is and who God calls us to be, by engaging with 
stories from scripture, the world and this congregation. The content for this year will be 
living examples of faith in New Testament stories.  

YEAR 4: GOD’S STORY,  YOUR STORY:  NEW TESTAMENT



5TH – 9TH GRADES 
WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE & LOCATIONS:

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE: 
 WORSHIP/LEARNING:   6:15-7:00 PM
 PIZZA:        7:00 PM 
  *2 SLICES FOR 5TH-9TH GRADES // $1/SLICE FOR BE & ADULTS
 AGE-SPECIFIC LEARNING:  7:00-7:15 PM 
 AGE-SPECIFIC SMALL GROUPS: 7:15-7:45PM 

LARGE GROUP LOCATIONS:

 5TH-6TH GRADE:  YOUTH ROOM
 7TH-8TH GRADE:  FIRESIDE CENTER
 9TH GRADE:  CONFERENCE ROOM

9TH GRADE 
WORSHIP / LEARNING FOCUS: 

9TH GRADE:  WITH PASTORS, STAFF, AND GUEST PRESENTERS

CONFIRMATION

Each of our individual faith lives will look different, because God made us as unique people. 
But all Christians live a life that follows a basic pattern, a pattern that we name each time 
we baptize someone. 

Therefore, this year is structured around these five practices of faith:
• To live among God’s faithful people
• To hear the Word of the Lord and share in the Lord’s Supper
• To proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through word and deed
• To serve all people, following the example of Jesus
• To strive for justice and peace in all the earth



5TH – 9TH GRADES 
RETREATS & EVENTS:

5TH GRADE: COMMUNION RETREAT // MARCH 9, 2019 // 9-11 AM // $25 
At this Saturday morning retreat, students will learn about Holy Communion and complete two hands 
on activities: glazing a chalice and making communion bread. Both will be used during the communion 
milestone celebration in worship. Even if your child has received communion at an earlier age, we ask that 
you, as a family, participate in this special milestone blessing.

6TH GRADE: MOONLIGHT MADNESS // NOVEMBER 9-10, 2018 // $40 
MOONLIGHT MADNESS is a Twin Cities event with over 500 middle school students from all over the 
metro coming together for fun, food and connecting with others in a Christian environment. Think about 
it as a “lock-OUT” instead of a lock-in. We meet at Mount Olivet at 9PM on a Friday and return at 7AM 
on Saturday. In between young people will experience a youth rally, recreation time at a fitness club or 
Grand Slam, a movie, and bowling. It’s a can’t miss event for your student! Cost includes program fee and 
transportation.

7TH & 8TH GRADE: URBAN IMMERSION // OCTOBER 26-28, 2018 // $120
7th and 8th graders will take a deeper dive and immerse themselves into organizations and communities 
that fight hunger, homelessness, and r acial inequity. This retreat will include hands-on service learning in 
partner organizations in the Twin Cities. This is a two-night retreat beginning on October 27 and ending 
on Sunday morning, October 29. Cost covers food, lodging, and program/staff fee.

9TH GRADE: FINDING YOUR ROOTS, EXTENDING YOUR BRANCHES // 
FEBRUARY 23-24, 2019 // $110 
The 9th grade confirmation retreat takes place at Camp Courage in Annandale, MN on February 23-24, 
2018.  This capstone retreat is an important time for youth to refect on the life they’ve led in the past and 
the life they hope to lead in the future , and where God had been in it all. 

9th graders will spend time naming their own faith and the ways their life experiences have shaped it, 
describing ways they intend to continue living out their faith, and celebrating each other as a community.

In addition to this work, 9th grade students will do the practical work of gearing up to the Rite of 
Confirmation May 5, 2019. Students will mak e stoles, write “ I Believe” statements, and pick a Bib le verse 
for the confirmation service. 

REGISTER FOR YOUR RETREAT TODAY:
MOPLY.ORG/LEARN




